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been asked to consent to the payment of taxes, just as the
British House of Commons was asked to consent to taxa-
tion when money was needed, all might have been well.
But it happened that a king had come to the throne who
wished to do things more in the fashion of the Grand
Monarchs. He did not see why the colonists should be
requested to pay. They must pay, as they were ordered
to do by the king. Pitt, who was now an old man, nearing
the time of his death, protested in vain against this folly.
He, who knew the hearts of the British people, whether
they lived in America or in England, knew that this was
not the way to get them to do a thing, even though the
thing in itself was just. One of his last mighty speeches
was made in protest against this unwise step of restoring the
methods of Grand Monarchy. Soon after, he died, his
advice unheeded by the king. We shall see the result.

QUESTIONS AND  EXERCISES

1.  In what parts of the world did British and French colonies
spring up, and why?

2.  How were the British and French able to gain so much
power in India in such a short time, and what was the result?

3.  Describe the main events of the Seven Years* War, and
its results.    (Find out some more details about the war, from
a history textbook or an encyclopedia.)

*4. In what ways did Pitt show himself to be a great man
and a great statesman?